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The progressive rise in the rate of growth of per capita output
appears to have resulted mainly from the opportunity of benefit-
ing from accumulated technological advance. The speed of eco-
nomic growth in the "old" industrial countries such as the United
Kingdom and France was largely determined by the pace of tech-
nological advance. New techniques could be applied only as they
evolved. Each of the new entrants, however, did not have to follow
religiously these slow, step by step developments in technique.
The later a country began industrialization, the larger was the fund
of technical advances upon which it could draw, and hence, the
faster its possible rate of growth.
This feature is worth emphasizing, because otherwise the rise
in the rate of per capita growth among countries with such vast
differences can hardly be satisfactorily explained. A mere cursory
reading of the list of countries4 which can now be considered in-
dustrial is sufficient to suggest that among them there are, and were,
very wide major differences in their natural resources endowment;
in the size of the country and of population and its rate of growth ;
in the land-man ratio and the relative pressure of population ;
in the structure of empolyment and output and the level of per
capita output ; in the cultural, educational and technical back-
ground of the population, its racial composition, its outlook on
life and its social values and norms ; in the level and the rate of
accumulation of technical skills ; in the period when they began
industrialization and in the pace of its growth ; in the extent of
dependence on foreign trade and external assistance and in their
initial attitude and actual experience with regard to both of these ;
in the fiscal and other forms of economic policies pursued ; in the
manner in which economic growth was promoted—through pri-
vate enterprise (and therefore without a strict pre-determination
of goals or norms for overall and sectoral economic growth) or
through state encouragement and central planning ; in the social
systems followed and in the calibre, vision, administrative and enter-
preneurial ability and popularity of the political and economic
4 Arranged in a rough chronological order indicating the approximate time
sequence in which industrialization and real economic growth began : the
United Kingdom, France, Germany, the United States, Canada, Belgium,
Switzerland, Czechoslovakia, the Scandinavian countries, Italy, Japan, the
Soviet Union and some of the Eastern European countries. (Brazil, Mexico,
India, China, etc. may be considered as prospective additions to this list).

